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REG LATIONS RELATING TO ACADEMIC DRESS 

SUPPLEMENT (1) TO NO. 4617 WEDNESDAY, 20 MARCH 2002 

Counc l has author sed the V ce-Chancellor to make all regulat ons relat ng to academ c dress  n future. It has accord ngly made a decree (Decree (2) of 21 March 2002: see Gazette, p. 933) repeal ng the ex st ng Ch. XI, Sect. iv ( tatutes, 2000, p. 779), and the V ce-Chancellor has made the follow ng regulat ons to replace both the ex st ng decree and the ex st ng V ce-Chancellor’s Rul ngs 
( b d., pp. 779–83), wh ch were  n any case  n need of some updat ng. The new regulat ons w ll come  nto effect on the same date as the decree, 5 Apr l 2002. 

Vice- hancellor’s Regulations 1 of 2002 

REGULATIONS RELATING TO ACADEMIC DRESS MADE BY THE VICE-CHANCELLOR, AS AUTHORISED BY COUNCIL 

Made by the Vice-Chancellor on 20 March 2002 

With effect from 5 April 2002 

1. Graduates of the Un vers ty shall wear robes, gowns, and hoods of the colours, mater als, and shapes as shall be from t me to t me prescr bed  n the Reg ster of Colours and Mater als of Gowns and Hoods for Degrees of the Un vers ty of Oxford, approved by the V ce-Chancellor after consultat on w th the Proctors, and depos ted  n the Un vers ty Arch ves. 

2. Student members of the Un vers ty shall wear such gowns and dress as the V ce-Chancellor shall determ ne after consultat on w th the Proctors and, where appropr ate, the heads of colleges, soc et es, Permanent Pr vate Halls, and other  nst tut ons des gnated by Counc l by regulat on as be ng perm tted to present cand dates for matr culat on. 

3. (1) Persons who are graduates of other un vers t es, and who also e ther hold an Oxford degree1 or are members of th s Un vers ty read ng for a degree, d ploma, or cert ficate of th s Un vers ty, may ( f they so w sh) wear the appropr ate academ c dress of the r other un vers ty on any Oxford Un vers ty occas on on wh ch they would otherw se be requ red to wear the academ c 
dress of th s Un vers ty, except on the follow ng occas ons, on wh ch Oxford academ c dress shall always be worn by such persons: 

(a) a Degree Ceremony (subject to (2) below); 

(b) the Encaen a.2 

(2) Nevertheless, at a Degree Ceremony, cand dates suppl cat ng for a h gher degree of th s Un vers ty who are graduates of other un vers t es and who do not already hold an Oxford degree may wear the academ c dress of the r other un vers ty before the r adm ss on to the Oxford degree (after wh ch they shall  mmed ately put on the full academ c dress of the r Oxford degree). 

4. Any other persons who are graduates of other un vers t es may ( f they so w sh) wear the appropr ate academ c dress of the r un vers ty on any Oxford Un vers ty occas on on wh ch they would, had they held an Oxford degree or been otherw se ent tled to wear the academ c dress of th s Un vers ty, have been requ red to wear the latter. 

5. All members of the Un vers ty are requ red to wear academ c dress w th subfusc cloth ng (and cand dates who are not members of the Un vers ty are requ red to wear formal cloth ng) when attend ng any un vers ty exam na-

t on,  .e. 
Men. A dark su t and socks, black shoes, a wh te bow t e, and pla n wh te sh rt and collar. 

Women. A dark sk rt or trousers, a wh te blouse, black t e, black stock ngs and shoes, and,  f des red, a dark coat. 
Dress for each sex should be such as m ght be appropr ate for formal occas ons. 

Cand dates serv ng  n HM Forces are perm tted to wear un form together w th a gown. (The un form cap  s worn  n the street and carr ed when  ndoors.) 

1 Includ ng the MA by Resolut on. 
2 I.e. the Encaen a  tself, and the preced ng gather ng to partake of Lord Crewe’s Benefact on; the academ c dress of other un vers t es may however ( f des red) be worn at the Encaen a Garden Party  n place of the academ c dress of th s Un vers ty. 



 

  

6. Notw thstand ng regulat on 5 above, a woman who  s a Pro-V ce-Chancellor, or a Proctor or the Assessor, may,  f 
she w shes, wear a wh te bow t e and bands  n place of a black t e and bands as part of her subfusc cloth ng when 
wear ng academ c dress. 

7. The Proctors shall have power, on request, to grant d spensat on from any of these regulat ons to any person 
who  n the r op n on has reasonable grounds for seek ng such d spensat on. 

Guidance on academic dress for members of the University other than student members 

(Rules for the academ c dress to be worn by student members under regulat on 2 above are set out  n the Proctors’ 
and Assessor’s Memorandum.) 

Bachelors and Masters 

Forms: 

1. Black gown 
2. Black gown and hood 
3. Black gown, hood, square (or for women, a soft cap1  f des red), and subfusc (Full Academ c Dress) 
4. Black gown, hood, square (or for women, a soft cap1  f des red), subfusc, and bands 
( ubfusc  s defined above.) 

Occasions: 

Chancellor’s Court of Benefactors 3 
Church Serv ces: 

Generally 1 
Certa n spec al days, as determ ned by the V ce-Chancellor and  2 

publ shed  n the University Gazette 
Congregat on, Anc ent House of: see ‘Degree Ceremon es’ 
Congregat on: 

Debates 1 
Orat ons and Adm ss ons: see ‘V ce-Chancellor’, ‘Proctors and Assessor’ 

Degree Ceremon es: 
Deans present ng 3 
Observers 2 

D nner  n colleges (accord ng to status and convent on) 1 (generally) 
D nner w th Chancellor or V ce-Chancellor present 1 (or as decreed by h m or her) 
Encaen a: 

Sheldon an Curators and other officers 4 
Others 3 

Exam nat ons 3 
Garden Part es 2 
Lectures, major publ c: 

Lecturer 2 
Others 1 

Meet ngs cha red by V ce-Chancellor 1 (otherw se at the d scret on of 
the Cha rman) 

Proctors and Assessor, Adm ss on of: 
Proctors and Assessor (outgo ng and new) (as prescr bed)2 

Heads of houses present ng 4 
Pro-Proctors 4 
Others 2 

V ce-Chancellor, Pro-V ce-Chancellors, and Clerks of the Market, Adm ss on of: 
Above officers 4 
Others 2 

‘V ce-Chancellor w ll be present’ 1 (unless otherw se stated) 

Doctors 

Forms: 

1. Black gown (laced, except for DD) 
2. Black gown and hood 
3. Black gown, hood, square (or for women, a soft cap1  f des red), and subfusc 
4. Convocat on hab t (black gown, hood and sleeveless cloak [chem r], square (or for women, a soft cap1  f des red), 
subfusc, and bands) 
5. Scarlet robe and appropr ate cap 

1 Women members of the Un vers ty attend ng un vers ty ceremon es shall e ther wear or carry a square, or wear a soft cap. 
2 See regulat on 7.9 of Congregat on Regulat ons 3 of 2002. 
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6. Scarlet robe w th subfusc and appropr ate cap (Full Academ c Dress for D.Ph l.s) 
7. Scarlet robe w th subfusc and bands and appropr ate cap (Full Academ c Dress for H gher Doctors) 
( ubfusc  s defined above.) 

Occasions: 

Chancellor’s Court of Benefactors: 
H gher Doctors 7 
D.Ph l.s 6 

Church Serv ces: 
Memor al Serv ces, weekdays, Qu nquages ma Sunday, and Lent 1 
Others ( nclud ng the Court Sermon) 2 or 4 
Certa n spec al days, as determ ned by the V ce-Chancellor and 

publ shed  n the University Gazette: 
H gher Doctors 7 
D.Ph l.s 6 

Congregat on, Anc ent House of: see ‘Degree Ceremon es’ 
Congregat on: 

Debates 1 
Orat ons and Adm ss ons: see ‘V ce-Chancellor’, ‘Proctors and Assessor’ 

Degree Ceremon es: 
Cand dates after adm ss on to h gher doctorate 6 
Cand dates after adm ss on to D.Ph l. 6 
Deans present ng 4 
Observers 2 

D nner  n colleges (accord ng to status and convent on) 1 (generally) 
D nner w th Chancellor or V ce-Chancellor present 1 (or as decreed by h m or her) 
Encaen a: 

H gher Doctors 7 
D.Ph l.s 6 

Exam nat ons 3 
Garden Part es 2 or 5 
Lectures, major publ c: 

Lecturer 2 or 5 
Others 1 

Meet ngs cha red by V ce-Chancellor 1 (otherw se at the d scret on of 
the Cha rman) 

Proctors and Assessor, Adm ss on of: 
Proctors and Assessor (outgo ng and new) (as prescr bed)1 

Heads of houses present ng 4 
Pro-Proctors 4 or MA (4) 
Others 2 or 4 

V ce-Chancellor, Pro-V ce-Chancellors, and Clerks of the Market, Adm ss on of: 
Above officers 4 
Others 2 or 4 

‘V ce-Chancellor w ll be present’ 1 

1 See regulat on 7.9 of Congregat on Regulat ons 3 of 2002. 

Oxford University Gazette ·  upplement (1) to No. 4617 · 20 March 2002 911 


