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Medical Sciences Divisional Board

Changes to regulations as approved on behalf of Education Committee on 06.12.23

First BM Parts | and Il

Brief note about nature of change: updates to exam regulations following approval of a
major course change proposal for the First BM

Location of change

2023-24, First BM Parts | and |l (ox.ac.uk)

Effective date

For students starting BMBCh Bachelor of Medicine from MT23, and for first
examination from 2023-24.

Detail of change

First Examination for the Degree of Bachelor
of Medicine

e 1. The First Examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine shall be under the
supervision of the Medical Sciences Board.

e 2. No candidate shall be admitted to the First Examination unless he-orshe they
has have been through the standard selection procedures for the standard medical
course (including sitting the Biemedical-AdmissionsTest—BMAT prescribed
admissions test), has met the published entry requirements for admission to the
standard medical course, and his-er-her their name has been entered on the
University Register of Medical Students.

3. A candidate shall be deemed to have passed the First Examination for the

degree of Bachelor of Medicine if they have satisfied the examiners in all the

subjects of Parts | and II.
4. The examiners may award a Distinction to candidates of special merit in the First BM
overall, provided that all assessment units for Part | and Part Il have been offered in their
entirety and passed in one sitting at the first scheduled opportunity for each Part which
shall be the candidate’s first attempt, except in one of the following exceptional
circumstances:
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» The candidate has been given permission by the Education Committee of Council
to split the assessment over more than one examination session.

» The candidate has been excused by the Proctors from taking one or more
assessment units at the first scheduled opportunity, in accordance with Part 14 of
the Requlations for the Conduct of University Examinations.

Part | of the First Examination

1. The subjects assessment units of Part | of the First Examination shall be:
Organisation of the Body

Physiology and Pharmacology

Biochemistry and Medical Genetics

Population Health 1: Medical Sociology

Learning from Patients 1

Practical Work

. Medical Statistics
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2. The syllabus of each subject shall be as prescribed from time to time by the Medical
Sciences Board.

3. A candidate must offer all seven assessment units in Part | in one sitting, unless they
have been given permission by the Proctors or the Education Committee of Council to
split the assessment over more than one examination session, and provided that the
Medical Sciences Board may dispense candidates who have already passed a First
Public Examination in any subject from the requirement to offer all seven assessment
units at one examination. The examiners may request that a candidate attend one or
more oral examinations.

4.3. Subjects Assessment units 1, 2, and 3 (Organisation of the Body, Physiology and
Pharmacology, and Biochemistry and Medical Genetics). shall-each-be-examined-intwo

assess#en%um%s—Paﬁ—Aand—Paﬂ—B—SubjeeM%Fm&a—angb—assessmenLum There

5. Assessment unit 4 (Population Health 1: Medical Sociology)

This assessment unit is a take-home assignment.

6. Assessment unit 5 (Learning from Patients 1)
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4. The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy will provide make-available-te the
examiners the Examination Board with evidence {in-theform-of alistofnames;-signed-by

the-Directoror-his-or-herdepuby) to certify that each candidate has participated
satisfactorily in the Patient-and-Doctor-Ceurse—Learning from Patients 1 course.
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7. Assessment unit 6 (Practical Work)

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy will provide the Examination Board with
evidence to certify that each candidate has a satisfactory record of attendance for
practical classes where attendance is compulsory, as specified in the course handbook.

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy may request practical notebooks from
any candidate in order to determine the extent to which each candidate has a satisfactory
record of practical work.

8. Assessment unit 7 (Medical Statistics)

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy will provide the Examination Board with
evidence to certify that each candidate has engaged fully, has a satisfactory record of
attendance at compulsory teaching sessions, and has reached the required standard in
Medical Statistics.

Outcomes of Part | of the First Examination

16- The outcomes of Part | of the First Examination are as follows:

e a) A candidate who has satisfied the Examiners in all eight seven assessment units
will be deemed to have passed Part | of the First Examination.

e b) A candidate who has failed ere-er-mere more than one but fewer than seven of
the assessment units will be deemed to have achieved a partial pass. They will be
permitted one further attempt at the unit(s) they have failed. This resit attempt shall
normally be taken at the next opportunity, but may be deferred once, i.e. it must be
taken at one of the next two opportunltles but—has—sa%sﬁed—tl%—l%xamne#s—m—few—e#
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2.-For assessment units 5-7, the resit attempt will consist of candidates being required
to repeat a section of the course or to complete remedial work by a specified deadline.
Details of what is required will be decided by and communicated to candidates by the
Director of Pre-clinical Studies.

3.7 A candidate who has passed Part | of the First Examination for the degree of
Bachelor of Medicine shall be deemed to have passed the First Public Examination.

4.8: No candidate may offer any assessment unit for Part | of the First Examination on
more than two occasions, save in exceptional circumstances. A further exceptional
opportunity to offer any assessment unit for Part | of the First Examination shall require
application to and approval on behalf of the Education Committee of Council efthe
University, in accordance with the General Regulations for the First and Second Public
Examinations. If granted, this exceptional resit attempt shall normally be taken at the next
opportunity, but may be deferred once, i.e. it must be taken at one of the next two
opportunltles

5.40. The examiners may award a Pass with Merit to candidates of special merit in any of
the individual subjeets assessment units 1, 2, or 3. The award of Pass with Merit shallbe

based-onperformance-inPartB-of a-subject-and shall be confined to candidates who
have offered all eight seven assessment units of Part | ef-the-examination at in one

sitting, examination; and-who-have passed-Part-A-ofthat subjectat-the-same-sitting
which shall be the first scheduled opportunity and the candidate’s first attempt, except in
one of the following exceptional circumstances:
e + The candidate has been given permission by the Proctersor Education Committee
of Council to split the assessment over more than one examination session.
e + The candidate has been withdrawn excused by the Proctors from taking the
e*ammatren one or more assessment units at the flrst scheduled opportunlty, dusts

G+Feemstanees.—|n accordance W|th Part 14 of the Requlatlons for Conduct of

University Examinations.

6.4 In line with the General Regulations for the First Public Examination, a person
admitted for Part | of the first examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine within
three terms of the term in which they were originally due to be examined for Part | of the
first examination, shall be entitled to be examined in accordance with the regulations
pertaining to the original examination, if they so wish.

In line with the General Regulations for the First Public Examination, a person admitted
for Part | of the first examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Medicine four or more
terms after the term in which they were originally due to be examined for Part | of the first
examination shall normally be examined in accordance with the current regulations.
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Part Il of the First Examination

1. No candidate shall be admitted to the examination for Part Il of the First Examination
without first having passed all the assessment units of Part |, save in exceptional
circumstances. This shall require application to and approval on behalf of the Educational
Policy and Standards Committee of the Medical Sciences Board.
2. The subjests assessment units of Part Il of the First Examination shall be:

1.5- Applied Physiology and Pharmacology

2.6- The Nervous System

3.7 Principles of Pathology

4.8- Psychology for Medicine

5. Synoptic questions

6. Learning from Patients 2

7. Practical work

8. Medical Statistics

3. The syllabus of each subject shall be as prescribed from time to time by the Medical
Sciences Board.

4. A candidate must offer all eight assessments in Part Il in one sitting, unless they have

been given permission by the Proctors or the Education Committee of Council to split the
assessment over more than one examination session. The examiners may request that a
candidate attend one or more oral examinations.

5. Assessment units 1-3 and 5 (Applied Physiology and Pharmacolo The Nervous
System, Principles of Pathology and Synoptic Questions
There will be one examination for each assessment unit.

6. Assessment unit 4 (Psychology for Medicine)

Version 1.2 (May 2020)



This assessment is a take-home assignment.

7. Assessment unit 6 (Learning from Patients 2)
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5. The Director of Preclinical Studies or his-er-her their deputy will make-available-te
provide the examiners Examination Board with evidence {intheform-ofalistofnames;

signed-by-the Directoror-his-or-her-deputy) to certify that each candidate has participated
satisfactorily in the Patientand-Doctor-Course—Learning from Patients 2 course.

8. Assessment unit 7 (Practical Work)

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy will provide the Examination Board with
evidence to certify that each candidate has a satisfactory record of attendance for
practical classes where attendance is compulsory, as specified in the course handbook.

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy may request practical notebooks from
any candidate in order to determine the extent to which each candidate has a satisfactory
record of practical work.

9. Assessment unit 8 (Medical Statistics)

The Director of Preclinical Studies or their deputy will provide the Examination Board with

evidence to certify that each candidate has engaged fully, has a satisfactory record of
attendance at compulsory teaching sessions, and has reached the required standard in
Medical Statistics.

Outcomes of Part Il of the First Examination

1.-% The outcomes of Part |l of the First Examination are as follows:

e a) A candidate who has satisfied the Examiners in all eight assessment units will be
deemed to have passed Part |l of the First Examination.

e b) A candidate who has satisfied the Examiners in more than one ermere-of-the-but
fewer than eight assessment units will be deemed to have achieved a partial pass.
They will be permitted one further attempt at the unit(s) they have failed. This resit
attempt shall normally be taken at the next opportunity, but may be deferred once,
i.e. it must be taken at one of the next two opportunities.
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2. For assessment units 6-8, the resit attempt will consist of candidates being required
to repeat a section of the course or to complete remedial work by a specified deadline.
Details of what is required will be decided by and communicated to candidates by the
Director of Pre-clinical Studies.

3.8: No candidate may offer any assessment unit for Part Il of the First Examination on
more than two occasions, save in exceptional circumstances. A further exceptional
opportunity to offer any assessment unit for Part Il of the First Examination shall require
application to and approval on behalf of the Educational Policy and Standards Committee
of the Medical Sciences Board, according to the procedure set out in the handbook for
medical students in Years 1-3. If granted, this exceptional resit attempt shall normally be
taken at the next opportunity, but may be deferred once, i.e. it must be taken at one of
the next two opportunltles

4.40- The examiners may award a Pass with Merit to candidates of special merit in any of
the individual subjeets-assessment units 56,07 1-3 or 5. The award of Pass with Merit
shall-be-based-onperformance-in-Part B-of a-subject-and shall be confined to candidates

who have offered all eight assessment units of Part Il of the examination at in one

examination sitting, and-who-have passed-Part-A-of that subject at the-same-sitting-which

shall be the first scheduled opportunity and the candidate’s first attempt, except in one of

the following exceptional circumstances:

e + The candidate has been given permission by the Procterser Education Committee
of Council to split the assessment over more than one examination session.

e + The candidate has withdrawn-been excused by the Proctors from taking the
exammatren one or more assessment units at the flrst scheduled opportunlty, dusis

G+Feumstanee&|n accordance W|th Part 14 of the Requlatlons for the Conduct of
University Examinations.
5.44- A person admitted for Part Il of the first examination for the Degree of Bachelor of
Medicine within three terms of the term in which they were originally due to be examined
for Part Il of the first examination, shall be entitled to be examined in accordance with the
regulations pertaining to the original examination, if they so wish.
A person admitted for Part Il of the first examination for the Degree of Bachelor of
Medicine four or more terms after the term in which they were originally due to be
examined for Part Il of the first examination shall normally be examined in accordance
with the current regulations.
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Explanatory Notes

The First BM Parts | and Il have undergone a major course change to the course content
and outcomes of the examination. These changes have been approved with effect from
2023/24.
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