
Changes in Examination Regulations to the University Gazette – Social Sciences

Division

SSD/2/2/4

Social Sciences Board

Approved by Teaching Audit Committee 31 May 2013 and Education Committee on

23 July 2013

Title of programme

MSc in Sociology

Brief note about nature of change:

Introduction of the requirement for students to take a second option paper as part of the

overall teaching and learning/assessment regime on the programme.

Effective date

1 October 2014

Location of change

In Examination Regulations 2012

Detail of change

1. P.765, l.43, delete “One optional paper. This” and insert “Two optional papers.

These”.

Explanatory Notes

The external examiner (Dr Alice Sullivan, Institute of Education, University of London) had

commented that the range of material covered by the students was currently relatively

narrow. Having considered a variety of strategies including expanding the Sociological

Analysis course and providing additional optional lectures the Department concluded that

requiring an additional option paper would be the best way of ensuring students covered a

broader range of material, and the best way to broaden the range of sociological research



studied by the MSc students.

Many students already audit an additional option paper in addition to their formal course

requirements, demonstrating that they have the capacity to take on another paper. Some

students might need to do slightly more work overall, or to adjust the amount of effort

devoted to other components of the degree accordingly, but the revised weightings of each

of the degree components take account of the addition of the new requirements.

There are no current plans to introduce new option courses - students would undertake two

options from the existing provision (typically 8 per year), as published by the Department

each Michaelmas Term. Class sizes for options course are currently relatively low, with an

average of 3 students taking each option paper for credit. The increase in numbers of

students taking each option would not therefore detract from the students’ learning

experience and the slightly greater class sizes might facilitate better discussion of the

course contents. The increased numbers will also make each course more operationally

viable, with the only additional resource costs being a small number of additional essays to

mark.

There will be no changes to the existing timetable for teaching. Option papers will continue

to be run in Hilary Term, and the Department already ensures that the scheduling of

courses avoids clashes to allow students to take additional option courses. Care will be

taken to continue to ensure that there are no clashes in the future.

These will also be no systematic changes to the assessment methods of optional papers.

The assessment processes are course specific and subject to change from time to time on

approval of the examiners. The only significant change will be the overall weightings of

each examination component. The current and proposed new assessment weightings are

as follows:

Current weightings:

Methods of Social Research - 25%

Sociological Analysis - 25%

Option paper - 25%

10,000 word thesis - 25%

Revised weightings:

Methods of Social Research - 25%

Sociological Analysis - 20%

Option paper 1 - 15%



Option paper 2 - 15%

10,000 word thesis - 25%


