
Changes in Examination Regulations to the University Gazette – Social Sciences

Division

SSD/2/2/4

Social Sciences Board

Approved by SSD Teaching Audit Committee on 28/02/14 and Education Committee

on 26/03/14

Title of programme

Doctor of Philosophy in Politics & Doctor of Philosophy in International Relations

Brief note about nature of change:

The change provides an alternative pathway to the DPhils in Politics and International

Relations with separate publishable papers replacing the ‘central’ chapters of the

conventional thesis.

Effective date

For students starting from MT 2014

Location of change

In Examination Regulations 2013

Detail of change

1. After P.942, l.16. insert:

“5. Four paper route

A D.Phil. thesis may be accepted for examination if it consists of a minimum of four

academic papers of publishable quality, framed by an introduction, a survey of literature

and a conclusion. Such a body of work shall be deemed acceptable provided it represents

a coherent and focused body of research, addressing one overarching research question.

Current overall word limits and conditions are detailed in the D.Phil. Student Handbook.

Candidates wishing to proceed in this manner must be approved at the time of Transfer of

status.

If, after a petition is accepted, a candidate wishes to revert to a standard D.Phil. thesis



format, the candidate must lodge a petition with his or her supervisor to be approved by the

Director of Graduate Studies, showing good cause for the change.”

Explanatory Notes

The Department of Politics and International Relations wishes to introduce alternative
pathways to the DPhils in Politics and International Relations. The basic aims are to
familiarise students with writing academic papers, which are a significant route to publishing
in Politics and IR, and to enable students to enter the job market earlier.

From a REF perspective it would not only enhance the standing of the Department but it
would make the students more appointable if they were moving into academia. It would
also respond to the brevity of the DPhil programme compared to North American
universities, but also, and most importantly, to the realities of the job market. The new route
would give the department’s research students a fairer opportunity in an increasingly
competitive job market as this option is already being offered in a diverse range of
competitive graduate programmes.

The proposal has been discussed and agreed at the Politics and International Relations
Graduate Studies Committees, the Social Sciences Teaching Audit Committee and
Education Committee.


