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Changes in Examination Regulations to the University Gazette – Social Sciences 

Division  

SSD/2/2/4 

 

Social Sciences Divisional Board 

 

Approved by Chair’s action on behalf of Teaching Audit Committee on 07/06/2018  

 

Title of Programme 

Regulations for the Degrees of Bachelor of Civil Law and Magister Juris 

 

Brief note about nature of change: Introduction of revised regulations for the Bachelor of 

Civil Law and the Magister Juris 

 

Location of change 

In Examination Regulations 2017, after ‘Regulations for the Degree of Master of Public 

Policy’   

Effective date 

For students starting from MT 2018 

For first examination in 2018-19 

 

Detail of change 

Insert text as follows after “Regulations for the Degree of Master of Public Policy”: 

‘1. The Bachelor of Civil Law and the Magister Juris shall be under the supervision 
of the Graduate Studies Committee of the Faculty of Law. 

2. Candidates whose previous qualifications are primarily in the common law will 
normally be admitted to the BCL. Candidates whose previous qualifications are not 
primarily in the common law will normally be admitted to the MJur.  

3. Any person who has been admitted as a candidate for the BCL or the MJur under 
the provisions of this section, has kept statutory residence for three terms, and has 
satisfied the examiners in the examination prescribed in this section, may supplicate 
for the BCL or the MJur as the case may be.  

4. Candidates who are not graduates of the University may wear the same gown as 
that worn by candidates studying for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

5. No full-time student shall be admitted as a candidate for examination for the 
degree until they shall have spent at least three terms at work in Oxford after their 
admission as a student for the degree; time spent outside Oxford during term as 
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part of an academic programme approved by Council shall count towards residence 
for the purpose of this clause. 

6. Students shall follow a course of instruction comprising four options chosen from 
the lists set out in the Handbook for BCL and MJur students. Not all options will be 
available in every year.  

7. Options shall appear under two lists: BCL candidates must choose four options 
from List I; MJur students must choose either four options from List I or three 
options from List I and one option from List II. The form of assessment for each 
option will be specified in the subject description appearing in the Handbook, and 
examination conventions. No candidate may offer a subject which they have 
previously offered in the Final Honour School of Jurisprudence or Diploma in Legal 
Studies. 

8. Candidates will enter for their examinations in accordance with Part 9 of the 
Regulations for the Conduct of University Examinations. Only in exceptional 
circumstances may a candidate change their choice of examination paper entries 
after Friday of Week 1 of Hilary Term. 

9. Details of the statutes and other source material which will be available to 
candidates in the examination room for certain papers will be given in the 
examination conventions. 

10. For both the BCL and the MJur candidates may substitute a dissertation for one 
option. The dissertation shall be wholly or substantially the result of work 
undertaken whilst registered for the BCL or MJur and must not exceed 12,500 
words and should not normally be less than 10,000 words (including footnotes, but 
excluding bibliography, tables of cases or other legal sources). Candidates should 
submit the proposed title of the dissertation and a synopsis of its scope in not more 
than 500 words not later than Friday of Week 1 of Michaelmas Term to the 
BCL/MJur Course Administrator. In deciding whether to give approval, the Graduate 
Studies Committee shall take into account the suitability of the subject matter and 
availability of appropriate supervision. The required format for the dissertation is set 
out in the BCL and MJur Handbook. The dissertation must be submitted 
electronically to the BCL/MJur WebLearn site by noon on Thursday of Week 5 of 
Trinity Term with an online declaration of authorship. The examiners shall exclude 
from consideration any part of the dissertation which is not the candidate’s own 
work or which has been or will be submitted to satisfy the requirements of another 
course. 

11. The examiners may award a merit for work of particularly high quality in the 
whole examination or a distinction for excellence in the whole examination.  

12. Candidates who fail to satisfy the examiners may enter for the failed elements 
on one further occasion only, usually within one year of the initial failure. Candidates 
who fail the dissertation may resubmit by the deadline in clause 10. in the following 
year.’ 

Explanatory Notes 

Introduction of a revised version of the regulations for the BCL/MJur incorporating a series 

of house-keeping and presentational changes, and moving listings of options to the 

Handbook. These programmes are being given a separate page in the Examination 

Regulations and will no longer be combined with the regulations for the DCL or the MPhil in 

Law.  

 


