
Changes in Examination Regulations to the University Gazette – Social Sciences

Division

SSD/2/2/4

Social Sciences Board

Approved by Chairs Action 21/03/13

Title of programme

MSc Migration Studies

Brief note about nature of change:

Amendments to the deadlines for the submission of the dissertation, in line with changes

made to the deadlines for the submission of work for two other assessment units.

Effective date

1 October 2013

Location of change

In Examination Regulations 2012

Detail of change

1. P.742, l.13-14, delete “Friday of sixth week of Trinity Term” and Insert
“Thursday of eighth week of Trinity Term”.

Explanatory Notes

Clause 1: Interim changes were made to the assessment structure for 2012-13, aimed at

alleviating the high levels of stress suffered by our students at the end of Trinity term in

recent years. These were approved by Education Committee in September 2012 for 2012-

13.

As detailed in our submission for these changes, both our degree and the MSc in Refugee

and Forced Migration Studies (with whom we share options courses in Hilary Term) wish to

bring forward the written examinations to the beginning of Trinity Term to alleviate the

pressure on the students at the end of Trinity.



The rationale behind this includes:

- To relieve the stress on students of revising for exams immediately after dissertation
submission;

- To reduce the time between the taught element of the course and the exams;
- To enable the students better to assimilate the taught elements of the course into

their dissertations; and
- To allow them to focus fully on their dissertations in Trinity.

Students work with their general supervisor in Michaelmas to frame their dissertation topic;

and are allocated their dissertation supervisor over the Christmas vacation/early Hilary. But

the pattern of work on the dissertation follows a broadly similar pattern to the MSc in

Refugee and Forced Migration Studies. They write some 7 tutorial essays in Michaelmas

and Hilary: two linked to Paper I; two linked to Paper II; one additional essay; and two

linked to their selected options courses. They also have eight small-group tutorials in these

terms, as well as feedback from both the course lecturers and their general supervisors on

their formative essays.

Both degrees recognise the importance of working in tandem on any assessment changes

which affect the written exam papers; and also the importance of addressing issues raised

by the 2011-12 cohort in the end of year Student Consultative Committee meeting (held on

21 June 2012). At this meeting, the students mentioned how difficult it was to motivate

themselves for exam revision immediately after submission of the dissertation; and how the

revision had helped synthesise much of the material taught in Michaelmas and Hilary

(material which, in retrospect, they would have liked to have included in their dissertations).

When the changes to the exam timetable then under discussion were mentioned, they were

very enthusiastically endorsed by the students.

The one area where we need to monitor the impact of these changes closely in the first

year of implementation (2013-14) is in the submission date for the Methods in Social

Research portfolio, which is now only a bare week before the exam papers. However,

students write draft versions of the three assignments which make up the portfolio in

Michaelmas (2) and Hilary (1) and receive general feedback on these (directed to the whole

class). They are encouraged to submit drafts which are almost final, reducing the amount of

work involved in finalising their portfolio. We have agreed to monitor this closely, and to

have a thorough review of the new system in the second year of its implementation (2014-

15).

The original change requested was to Friday of week 8 for the dissertation to be submitted

– this was changed to Thursday of week 8 at the proofing stage for the 2013 grey book in

order to accommodate extra time for the processing and marking of dissertations.


