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Brief note about nature of change:  

Clarification of ambiguous content in relation to submission requirements and updating to 

reflect current practice. 

 

Effective date 

From 1 October 2012 

 

Location of change 

In Examination Regulations 2011 

 

Detail of change 

1. P.747, l.13-17, delete ‘the lectures, classes and practical work in Introduction to the 

Advanced Study of Politics and International Relations, Ethics, Philosophy of the 

Social Sciences and Text and Interpretation. Each candidate must also complete 

one long-course option or two short-course options in Hilary and/or Trinity Term.’ 

and substitute ‘a programme of core and optional research methods training, as 

specified in the Notes of Guidance for Graduate Students and Supervisors in 

Politics,’. 

2. P.747, l.17, delete ‘Students are required to’ and substitute ‘and will also’. 

3. P.747, l.18, after ‘6,000 words’ insert ‘, excluding bibliography,’. 

4. P.747, l.19, delete ‘theory, to’ and substitute ‘theory. Two hard copies of the 

Research Design Essay, together with a copy on CD, must’. 

5. P.747, l.20, delete ‘statement’ and substitute ‘separate signed declaration’. 



6. P.747, l.22, delete ‘as part of another degree programme’ and substitute ‘for 

assessment, either at Oxford or at another institution’. 

7. P.747, l.28, delete ‘Submit two copies of a thesis’ and substitute ‘A’. 

8. P.747, l.28, after ‘15,000 words’ insert ‘, excluding bibliography,’. 

9. P.747, l.28-30, delete ‘It must be handed to the Examination Schools by noon on 

the last Friday of August following the end of Trinity Full Term.’ and substitute ‘Two 

hard copies, together with a copy on CD, must be submitted to the Examination 

Schools by noon on the last Friday of August following the end of Trinity Full Term.’. 

10. P.747, l.30, delete ‘statement’ and substitute ‘separate signed declaration’. 

11. P.747, l.32, delete ‘as part of another degree programme’ and substitute ‘, either 

at Oxford or at another institution’. 

12. P.747, l.34, after ‘Political Theory Research.’ insert ‘After the examination process 

is complete, each successful candidate must deposit one hardbound copy of their 

thesis in the Bodleian Library.’. 

13. P.748, l.9-15, delete ‘course of lectures, classes and practical work in: Introduction 

to the Advanced Study of Politics and International Relations, Statistical Methods in 

the Social Sciences, Applied Statistics for Political Scientists, Philosophy of the 

Social Sciences, and Research Design in Comparative Political Science. Each 

candidate must also complete one long-course option (either Formal Analysis or 

Intermediate Social Statistics) or two short-course options in Hilary and/or Trinity 

Term.’ and substitute ‘programme of core and optional research methods training, 

as specified in the Notes of Guidance for Graduate Students and Supervisors in 

Politics,’. 

14. P.748, l.15, delete ‘Students are required to’ and substitute ‘and will also’. 

15. P.748, l.16, after ‘6,000 words’ insert ‘, excluding bibliography,’. 

16. P.748, l.17, delete ‘politics, to’ and substitute ‘politics. Two hard copies of the 

Research Design Essay, together with a copy on CD, must’. 

17. P.748, l.18, delete ‘statement’ and substitute ‘separate signed declaration’. 

18. P.748, l.20, delete ‘as part of another degree programme’ and substitute ‘for 

assessment, either at Oxford or at another institution’. 

19. P.748, l.30, delete ‘Submit two copies of a thesis’ and substitute ‘A’. 

20. P.748, l.30, after ‘15,000 words’ insert ‘, excluding bibliography,’. 

21. P.748, l.30-32, delete ‘It must be handed to the Examination Schools by noon on 

the last Friday of August following the end of Trinity Full Term.’ and substitute ‘Two 

hard copies, together with a copy on CD, must be submitted to the Examination 

Schools by noon on the last Friday of August following the end of Trinity Full Term.’. 



22. P.748, l.32, delete ‘statement’ and substitute ‘separate signed declaration’. 

23. P.748, l.34, delete ‘as part of another degree programme’ and substitute ‘, either 

at Oxford or at another institution’. 

24. P.748, l.36, after ‘‘M.Sc in Politics Research’.’ insert ‘After the examination process 

is complete, each successful candidate must deposit one hardbound copy of their 

thesis in the Bodleian Library.’. 

Explanatory Notes Submission requirements stated more precisely in response to recent 

plagiarism cases, and updated to reflect current practice (examiners’ copies must be 

impounded at Schools for one year, in case of appeals). Clauses 1 and 13 are a response 

to student feedback on duplication between the Notes of Guidance and the Grey Book, the 

former of which is declared be ‘an elaborated version’ of the latter.  

Regarding clauses 4, 9, 16, and 21: The requirement to submit a copy of the thesis on CD 

is a response to recent plagiarism cases.  The Department considered a CD to be the most 

practical method of electronic submission, because: a) it is consistent with other 

examinations (e.g. the regulations for FHS PPE require an electronic copy and for a 

number of years submission on CD has been the practice: see the letter to thesis 

candidates at http://www.ppe.ox.ac.uk/index.php/ppe-exams); and b) since the items are 

submitted to the Examination Schools, it wouldn’t be appropriate for us to dictate a format 

of submission that increases their workload. At the moment, students submit two 

hardcopies in an envelope. This regulation simply means that they will slip a CD in the 

envelope alongside the hardcopies. The Schools are not currently equipped to accept direct 

and secure online submission via Weblearn or a similar web mechanism. 

All other clauses input to reflect current practice. 

 


