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Preliminary Examination in Medicine

Brief note about nature of change: Various changes to improve clarity, to reduce
duplication between the examination regulations and the examination conventions, and to
make small changes to deadlines for submitting coursework.

Location of change

http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/examregs/2017-18/pexaminmedi/studentview/

Effective date

For students starting Part | from MT 2018 and for students starting Part Il from MT
2018.

Detail of change

Preliminary Examination in Medicine

111, A candidate may be admitted to the Preliminary Examination in Medicine provided
that his or her name is on the Register of Clinical Students and he or she has been
admitted to the Degree of Bachelor of Arts with Honours or has obtained a degree of
another university deemed adequate for the purpose by the Medical Sciences Board,
and that he or she has satisfied such additional qualifications as the Medical Sciences
Board may from time to time prescribe in its regulations.

122, Candidates for the Preliminary Examination in Medicine are required to pursue their

studies during a period of: normally 30 weeks in Year 1; normally 39 weeks in Year 2;

provided that the Medical Sciences Board shall have power to permit candidates to vary
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the dates of their studies so long as the overall programme requirement is met.

133, The examination shall be under the supervision of the Medical Sciences Board.
144, The examination shall comprise such subjects and papers as the Medical Sciences
Board shall from time to time by regulation determine.

155, The Preliminary Examination in Medicine shall consist of two parts. Part I may be
offered not earlier than three terms, and Part II not earlier than six terms, from the
date of entry onto the Register of Clinical Students.

166, A core syllabus and an extension syllabus for each of Parts I and II will be

published annually at the start of the Michaelmas Term prior to the examination by the

Medical Sciences Board.

21The examination will assess candidates’ core knowledge and understanding of core
material, and clinical skills and critical-appraisal skills.

22Candidates must offer all seven components (eight assessment units) at one

examination.

2.3The outcomes of Part I of the Examination are as follows:

a) A candidate who has satisfied the Examiners in all seven components will be

deemed to have passed Part I of the Examination.

b) A candidate who has failed one or more components will be permitted one

further attempt at the components they have failed, within one year of the initial

failure.

24The examination will be set at the end of the extended Trinity Term and at the end of

the Long Vacation.

25Examiners may award Distinctions for outstanding performance in Papers 3, 4 and 5,
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together with the Submitted Essay and Behavioural Sciences element of the
Longitudinal Case Study, by candidates sitting the examination for the first time.
26Candidates may be required, at the discretion of the examiners, to undergo an oral
examination which may include a further clinical examination.

27No candidate may enterfor-the-examinationoffer any assessment unit on more than
two occasions, save in exceptional circumstances. atthe-diseretion-of the- Medical

vA further exceptional

opportunity to offer any assessment unit shall require application to and approval on

behalf of the Education Committee of the University.

81. Core Material
2°Candidates will be required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of
the principles of basic medical science as defined in the core syllabus for Part I. Two
papers will be set.
210pgper 1A (one hour) will be a computer-based assessment consisting of multiple-
choice questions.
211paper 1B2 (two hours) will be in the format of problem-based questions.
212Each question will be marked pass or fail, and a cumulative pass/fail mark will be
given for a candidate's overall performance in the two papers.-Fhe-marksfrom-these
132, Paper 23: Ethics (one hour)
2-14Candidates will be required to write one essay in response to a choice of question
topics.
153, Paper 34: Systems of the Body (one and a half hours)
216Candidates will be required to write one essay from a choice of questions, which

will relate to extension topics notified to candidates at the start of the academic year.

218During the examination, candidates will have access to such databases of medical

literature as may be prescribed from time to time by the Medical Sciences Board and
notified to candidates at the beginning of the academic year.

194, paper 45: Critical Appraisal (two hours)
2:20This paper will assess candidates’ ability to critically appraise primary research

material.

2.21Tha
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245, Clinical Skills
2:25Candidates will be required to demonstrate, in a practical examination, their ability
to take a clinical history and to perform a clinical examination of the systems of the
body specified in the core curriculum and, to apply such practical skills as may be
defined in the core syllabus published by the Medical Sciences Board.
2:26The examination will include an assessment of candidates' communication skills
with patients, orally and/or in writing, and of their professional behaviour.
2’6. Submitted Essay: Systems of the Body
2:28() Form and subject of the essay
2:2%Candidates will be required to submit an essay on a topic approved by the
examiners. The submitted essay shall be of not more than 3,000 words, excluding
any tables, figures, diagrams or references. It must be in a format prescribed by the
Graduate-entry Education Committee and published in the Netesof-Guidanceforthe
Prefiminary-Examination+n-Medicirecourse handbook.

2:30A [ist of suggested essay titles, and the topics to which they relate, approved by

the Chair of Examiners in consultation with the module organisers, shall be published
no later than the end of Week 5 of the Michaelmas Term in the academic year of the
examination. Candidates may also propose their own titles. The essay may relate to

any of the topics set out in the Notes-efGuidanceforthe-Prefiminary-Examination+n
Medicinrecourse handbook except that candidates may not submit an essay that

closely relates to work that they have previously submitted for any university
examination.

231A candidate wishing to offer an essay with a title not on the approved list must
apply for approval of their proposed title by no later than the end of Week 0 of Hilary
Term in the academic year of the examination. Application shall be made via the
cEourse aAdministrator inthe-Medical-Seheel-Office-and shall include the proposed
title, a brief outline of the subject matter, and the topic or topics to which it relates.
Decision on the application shall be made by the Chair of Examiners in consultation

with the module organisers and shall be communicated to the candidate as soon as

possible and in any case not later than Week 2 of Hilary Term in the academic year

Version 1.0 (Oct 2016) 4



of the examination.

2:32(ii) Registration
2:33No later than the end of Week 0 of Hilary Term in the academic year of the
examination, every candidate must register the title of their essay via the c€ourse
aAdministratorina-the-Medical-School Office.

2:34(iii) Authorship
2:35The essay must be the candidate’s own work. Candidates’ tutors, or their deputies
nominated to act as advisors, may discuss with candidates the proposed field of
study, the sources available, and the method of treatment, but on no account may
they read or comment on any written draft. Every candidate shall siga-submit a
certificate to the effect that this rule has been observed and that the essay is their
own work. The certificate, sealed in a separate envelope, should be addressed-te-the
Chair-ef Examinersfer-the Preliminary BExaminatieninMedieine PartFand-submitted
alongside the essay.

2:35(jv) Submission
237The essay {two-papercopiesandan-electroniccepy-must be submitted te-the
Examination-Schools;, High-Street; Oxferdvia Weblearn (according to the instructions

set out in the notification to candidates from the Chair of Examiners), not later than
noon on the Fuesday-Friday of Week 0 of Trinity Term.

387. Longitudinal Case Study combined with Behavioural Sciences Commentary
2:3%Candidates will be required to complete a Longitudinal Case Study during their
clinical course, details of which will be published each year in the clinical course
handbook. This coursework must be submitted to the candidate’s GP Tutor by the first
Friday following the end of week 9 of Hilary Term.
240The clinical course organiser will then forward each case study to the Chair of
Examiners by the end of Week 0 of Trinity Term, together with a certificate, signed by
the relevant clinical supervisor, of satisfactory performance by the candidate in the
Longitudinal Case Study.
241Candidates will separately submit an essay covering an aspect of Behavioural
Sciences, which will relate to the longitudinal case study. This essay will contribute to
the award of a Distinction.

242(1) Form and subject of the essay

243Candidates will be required to submit a Behavioural Sciences commentary,

relating to the patient described in the Longitudinal Case Study, in the form of an

essay of not more than 3,000 words, excluding any tables, figures, diagrams or
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references. It must be in a format prescribed by the Graduate-entry Education

Committee and published in the MNetes-oef-Guidance-for-thePreliminary—Examination
-Medieinecourse handbook.

244The essay must refer to aspects of Behavioural Sciences from a list published at

the beginning of the academic year by the Graduate-entry Education Committee and
included in the Netes-of-Guidancefor-the-PrelminaryExamination{aMedieirecourse
handbook. The number of such topics to be covered in the essay will be determined
from time to time by the Graduate-entry Education Committee and will be published
with the list and included in the Metes-ef-Guidaneecourse handbook.

245(ii) Authorship

246The essay must be the candidate’s own work. Candidates’ tutors, or their deputies

nominated to act as advisors, may discuss with candidates the proposed field of
study as it relates to the patient, the sources available, and the method of
treatment, but on no account may they read or comment on any written draft. Every
candidate shall sigr-submit a certificate to the effect that this rule has been
observed and that the essay is their own work:+—and-thecandidate’stuteroeradviser

beliefithis-is—se. The certificate_;seated-in—a-separate-envelope—should be addressed

O aVal a o mMino O ho Den aallia aatla a¥a N Maod aVauub. aVa

submitted alongside the essay.

247(iii) Submission
248The essay {two-papercopiesandan-electroniccepy-must be submitted te-the
Chairof Exarmi tor the Pralimi Exarnination-in-MedicinePartIc/o-t
Examination-Schools; High-Street; Oxfordvia Weblearn (according to the instructions

set out in the notification to candidates from the Chair of Examiners), not later than

noon on the FriFuesday of Week 0 of Trinity Term.

Part Il

3-1No candidate shall be allowed to enter for Part II of the Preliminary Examination in

Medicine without first having passed all the assessment units of Part I, save in

exceptional circumstances. This shall require application to and approval on behalf of

the Educational Policy and Standards Committee of the Medical Sciences Board.

The examination will consist of seven components. Candidates must pass—all-seven
componentstisted-below-n-erdertopass-theoffer all seven assessment units at one

examination.

3-2The outcomes of Part II of the Examination are as follows:
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a) A candidate who has satisfied the Examiners in all seven components will be deemed

to have passed Part II of the Examination.

b) A candidate who has failed one or more components will be permitted one further

attempt at the components they have failed, within one year of the initial failure.

3:3The examination will be set towards the end of Trinity Term and at a time to be

specified by the examiners during the Long Vacation.

34Examiners may award Distinctions for outstanding performance in Papers 2 and 3,
and the two extended essays, by candidates sitting the examination for the first time.
3:5Candidates may be required, at the discretion of the examiners, to undergo an oral
examination which may include a further clinical examination.

36No candidate may enter for the examination on more than two occasions, save in
exceptional circumstances. at-the-diseretion-of the Medical Scierces Boardfellowing
appheationfrom-the-candidate’ssecietyA further exceptional opportunity to offer any

assessment unit shall require application to and approval on behalf of the Educational

Policy and Standards Committee of the Medical Sciences Board.

71. Paper 1: Medicine (two hours)
3-8This paper will test core knowledge and understanding through problem-based
questions.
3-°The paper will be marked pass/fail only. Fhe-marksfrom-thispaperwit-not

102, Paper 2: Clinical Science (two hours)

3-11This paper will relate to extension topics notified to candidates at the start of the

academic year and will require candidates to answer two questions.

133, Paper 3: Data Interpretation (two and a half hours)

3-1%This paper will assess candidates’ ability to critically appraise primary research
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material.

3.15Tha

84, Extended Essay on a Public Health topic

3-19(i) Form and subject of the essay
3-20Candidates will be required to submit an essay on a topic related to Public Health
aspects of the diagnosis or management of a clinical case they have seen during
their clinical attachments in the second year of the course. The submitted essay shall
be of not more than 3,000 words, excluding any tables, figures, diagrams or
references. It must be in a format prescribed by the Graduate-entry Education

Committee and published in the Netes-of-Guidancefer-thePreliminary-Examination
-Medicinrecourse handbook.

3-21The essay must refer to aspects of Public Health from a list published at the
beginning of the academic year by the Graduate-entry Education Committee and
included in the Metes-eof-Guidanceforthe-PretiminaryExamination+a-Medieirecourse
handbook. The number of such topics to be covered in the essay will be determined
from time to time by the Graduate-entry Education Committee and will be published
with the list and included in the Netes—ef-Guidanreecourse handbook.

3:22(ii) Validity

3-23Candidates must submit with their essay a certificate from the Clinical Tutor in
Medicine or in Surgery, or from a consultant in charge of the patient, confirming that
the student has seen the patient described in the essay.
3-24As a prologue to the essay, candidates should include a summary of the clinical
case to which the essay refers. The summary should not usually exceed 250 words,
but will not be included in the overall word count for the essay.

3:25(iii) Authorship
3:26The essay must be the candidate’s own work. Candidates’ tutors, or their deputies
nominated to act as advisors, may discuss with candidates the proposed field of
study, the sources available, and the method of treatment, but on no account may

they read or comment on any written draft. Every candidate shall siga-submit a

certificate to the effect that this rule has been observed and that the essay is their
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own work. The certificate;seated-n—aseparate-envelepe; should be addressed-to-the
Chair-ef Examinersfor-the Preliminary ExaminationinMedicire Part Hand-submitted
alongside the essay.

3:27(iv) Submission
3-28The essay {two-papercopiesandan-electroniccepy-must be submitted te-the
Chairof Exami tor the Pratimi Exarmination-in-Medicine_PartLL_cfo-
Examination-Schools; High-Street,Oxfordvia Weblearn (according to the instructions

set out in the notification to candidates from the Chair of Examiners), not later than

noon on the Tuesday of Week 1 of Trinity Term.

295, Extended Synoptic Essay on a Science topic

3:30(i) Form and subject of the essay
3:31Candidates will be required to submit an essay on a topic approved by the
examiners, illustrating a technique or scientific application across several fields of
clinical or basic science. The submitted essay shall be of not more than 3,000 words,
excluding any tables, figures, diagrams or references. It must be in a format
prescribed by the Graduate-entry Education Committee and published in the Metes
of-Guidanceforthe-Preliminary—Examination+a-Medieinrecourse handbook.

3:32A list of suggested essay titles, and the topics to which they relate, approved by

the Chair of Examiners in consultation with the Chair of the Graduate-entry
Education Committee, shall be published no later than the end of Week 5 of the
Michaelmas Term in the academic year of the examination. Candidates may also
propose their own titles. Candidates may not submit an essay that closely relates to
work that they have previously submitted for any university examination.
3:33A candidate wishing to offer an essay with a title not on the approved list must
apply for approval of their proposed title by no later than the end of Week 0 of Hilary
Term in the academic year of the examination. Application shall be made via the
cEourse aAdministrator in—the-Medical-Seheel-Office-and shall include the proposed
title, a brief outline of the subject matter, and the topic or topics to which it relates.
Decision on the application shall be made by the Chair of Examiners in consultation
with the Chair of the Graduate-entry Education Committee and shall be
communicated to the candidate as soon as possible and in any case not later than
Week 2 of Hilary Term in the academic year of the examination.

3:34(ii) Registration
3:35No later than the end of Week 0 of Hilary Term in the academic year of the
examination, every candidate must register the title of their essay via the c€ourse
aAdministratorir-the-Medical- Scheol Office.
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3:38(iii) Authorship
3:3’The essay must be the candidate’s own work. Candidates’ tutors, or their deputies
nominated to act as advisors, may discuss with candidates the proposed field of
study, the sources available, and the method of treatment, but on no account may
they read or comment on any written draft. Every candidate shall siga-submit a
certificate to the effect that this rule has been observed and that the essay is their
own work. The certificate;seated-in—a-separate-envelepe; should be addressed-te-the
Chair-ef Examinersfor-the Preliminary ExaminationinMedieire PartHand-submitted
alongside the essay.

3:38(iv) Submission
3:3%The essay {two-papercopiesandan-electroniccepy-must be submitted te-the
Examination-Schools;, High-Street; Oxferdvia Weblearn (according to the instructions

set out in the notification to candidates from the Chair of Examiners, not later than

noon on the Tuesday of Week 1 of Trinity Term.
406. A clinical long case, followed by a viva
41Candidates will be assessed on their clinical history and examination skills, including
heir communication skills and professional behaviour, and knowledge of differential
iagnosis and first-line investigations.
427. An Objective Structured Clinical Examination or similar problem-based clinical
ssessment
“3Candidates will be assessed on their ability to perform a clinical examination of the
ystems of the body specified in the core curriculum, and on their practical skills, and on
heir ability to interpret and use clinical data.
448. In addition to the above examination, candidates will be required to have

atisfactorily completed the following courses of instruction and associated assessments

uring Year 2_in order to proceed to Year 3 of the course:

345(a) practical skills and procedures (defined in the core curriculum) to be assessed in
course. A completed checklist of these skills and procedures, signed by the appropriate
Clinical Tutor or other representative nominated by the Course Director, is required as a
qualification for entry to the examination. These skills may be re-sampled during the
Objective Structured Clinical Examinationend-ef—year<chnical-assessment.

3:46(p) the-Laboratory Medicine-estrse (as prescribed for the Second Examination for the
Degree of BM, Year 41).

3:47(c) Medicine (as prescribed for the Second Examination for the Degree of BM, Year
41).
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3.48(d) Surgery (as prescribed for the Second Examination for the Degree of BM, Year
41).

Explanatory Notes

The Graduate-entry Education Committee has approved a number of changes to the exam
regulations for the Preliminary Examination in Medicine Part Il. These are mostly to improve
clarity, and where applicable the wording has been changed to be in line with the First BM
which has many similarities with the Preliminary Examination in Medicine.

Some details which describe the assessments and the arrangements for marking have
been deleted and this detail will be provided in the course handbook or the examination
conventions as appropriate.

The regulations have also been changed to the effect that a request for an exceptional third
attempt at one or more papers in Part | of the examination will be considered by the
Education Committee of Council rather than the Medical Sciences Board (in line with
requests for a third attempt at one or more papers in Part | of the First BM and other First
Public Examinations).

The deadline for submitting two pieces of coursework in Part | of the examination has been
changed as agreed by the Graduate-entry Education Committee.
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