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Title of Programme: Master of Philosophy in Theology

Brief note about nature of change: removal of obsolete content; introduction of
assessment in Year 1

Location of change: In Examination Regulations 2018
(http://Iwww.admin.ox.ac.uk/examreqs/2018-19/mophilintheo)

Effective date:
For students starting from MT 2019

For first examination in 2019-20

Detail of change

New text underlined, deleted text struck through:

L1The regulations made by the Board of the Faculty of Theology and Religion are as
follows:
L2Candidates for the M.Phil. in Theology are required to follow a course of instruction and
directed research for six terms and to present themselves for examination in one of five
subjects:

131, Old Testament

14]]. New Testament

L311I. Christian Doctrine, specialising in one of seven fields:
L8History of Doctrine: Patristic Theology (c. AD 100-787)
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L9ssues in Theology with special reference to Patristic Theology

1121ssues in Theology with special reference to Theology from 1780 to the present day
1131V, Ecclesiastical History, specialising in one of five historical periods:
L14AD 200-600
L15AD 400-1100
L16AD 1000-1500
L17AD 1400-1800
L18AD 1800-the present
L%, Christian Ethics
120The examination consists of three elements:
L2IA. Two written examinations (or in Old Testament, route Il, one written examination)

each of three hours’ duration—which-take place-inTFrinity Ferm-in-Year2. The specific

requirements of each subject may be found below.

L22B_ Three essays of not more than 5,000 words each or one long essay of not more

than 15,000 words. Essay-proposals-must be-submitted for consideration-by the-Faculty's

examinations-take-place-in—TFrinity Ferm-in—Year2. The specific requirements of each

subject may be found below.

123C. A dissertation of not more than 30,000 words.

L24The dissertation proposal, chosen in liaison with the candidate’s supervisor, must be

submitted for consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee by Monday of

Week 0 of Michaelmas Term in Year 2. Ferecandidatesintending-to-proceed-to-doctoral

doctoralresearch: The completed dissertation must be uploaded to the Assignment
section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site by Friday of Week 8 of Trinity Term. Eaeh

L25A0l essay and dissertation proposals should comprise a title, a short statement of how
the subject will be treated, a bibliography of core texts (both primary and secondary), and
the signature of the supervisor indicating his or her approval. The titles and content of the

essays and dissertation should not substantially overlap with each other.

L26A0l submitted work should be double-spaced in font-size 12.
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L2Z7Candidates must not put their names on the written examination papers or on any
submitted work.
128Each candidate is also required to present himself or herself for an oral (viva voce)
examination unless individually dispensed by the examiners. The oral examination may

include a discussion of the candidate’s work in any of the three elements listed above.

L20\\ /i

1.30

I. OLD TESTAMENT

131Two routes are possible, route | involving two written examinations and route 1l only
one:

Route I.

1327, There will be two written examinations:

1331 Prescribed Hebrew Texts in Trinity Term of Year 1; and

1342 Either (a) Unseen passages from the Hebrew Bible
13%0r (b) The Aramaic portions of the Old Testament
136gr (c) Passages from the Septuagint

137 in Trinity Term of Year 2.

1388, Candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three short
essays (up to 5,000 words each) in one of the following subject areas: (1) The Literature
of the Old Testament and Apocrypha in its Historical Setting; (2) Old Testament Theology;
(3) the History and Principles of Biblical Study. The topic(s) will be chosen by the

candidates in liaison with the supervisor. Essay proposals must be submitted for

consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than Monday of

Week 0 of Hilary Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to the

Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WeblLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity

Term of Year 1.

Route Il.
L39A . There will be one written examination in Prescribed Hebrew Texts. The written

examination will take place at the end of Trinity Term in Year 2.

1408, Candidates will write both one long essay (up to 15,000 words) in one of the
following subject areas, andthree short essays (up to 5,000 words each) in another: (1)
The Literature of the Old Testament and Apocrypha in its Historical Setting; (2) Old
Testament Theology; (3) the History and Principles of Biblical Study. The topic(s) will be

chosen by the candidates in liaison with the supervisor. Essay proposals must be

submitted for consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than
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Monday of Week 0 of Hilary Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to

the Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of

Trinity Term of Year 1.

Routes I and Il
L41C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words. The topics of the essays

and the dissertation will be chosen by the candidate in liaison with the supervisor. Fhe

IIl. NEW TESTAMENT

L4 There will be two written examinations at the end of Trinity Term in Year 1:

1441, The Religion and Literature of the New Testament: the Four Gospels and Acts
in Greek.
1452 The Religion and Literature of the New Testament: The Epistles and

Apocalypse in Greek.

1460 andidatas will he

1478, Candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three short
essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics in any of the following subject areas:
(1) New Testament Theology; (2) Varieties of Judaism, 200 B.C. — C.E. 200; (3) the
History and Principles of Biblical Study. The topic(s) will be chosen by the candidates in

liaison with the supervisor. Essay proposals must be submitted for consideration by the

Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than Monday of Week 5 of Trinity Term in

Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to the Assignment section of the MPhil

Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity Term of Year 2.
L48C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words. Fhe-topics-of the-essays

I1l. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

150Candidates will be required to offer one of the following sections:
L51gection A. History of Doctrine: Patristic Theology
e i : ine: Scholastic Theol
Lt .. : ine: Rof . heol

L54gection BB. Issues in Theology with special reference to Patristic Theology
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L57Section GC. Issues in Theology with special reference to Theology from 1780 to the
present day
1%8Section A. History of Doctrine: Patristic Theology

L59A  There will be two written examinations:

1601, The Development of Christian Doctrine to A.D. 451-in Trinity Term of Year

1612 Either (a) Hellenistic Philosophy and Christian Theology

162 Or (b) Christology of the Patristic Era in Trinity Term of Year 2.

16318 aaech o the avaminationwill consict of fro_e 1o on diffarant toni o

passages-fortranslation-and-comment-Candidates may choose whether to translate and

comment on Greek or on Latin texts. The prescribed texts for both examination papers will
be listed in the Handbook for the M.Phil. in Theology for the year in which the candidates
commenced their course.

1648 In Year 1, Gcandidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three

short essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics falling within the Patristic era,
chosen by each candidates in liaison with the supervisor; if necessary a special

supervisor will be appointed in addition to the overall supervisor. Essay proposals must be

submitted for consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than

Monday of Week 0 of Hilary Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to

the Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of

Trinity Term of Year 1.
L65C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words.-Fhe-topics-of the-essays
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189gection BB. Issues in Theology with special reference to Patristic Theology

L8LA . There will be two written examinations:

1821 Methods-and-StylesinTheologyfrom-1780-to-the Present Themes in Modern
Theology in Trinity Term of Year 1. Candidates-willbe-expected-to-write-three-essays-on

1832 Either (a) The Development of Christian Doctrine to 451 A. D., as in Section
A.A.1 above;

184or (b) Issues in Theology: Hellenistic Philosophy and Christian Theology
(English);
1850r (c) Issues in Theology: Christology of the Patristic Period (English) in Trinity

Term of Year 2.
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186passages for comment in (b) and (c) will be chosen from the same texts prescribed in
Section A.A.2 above, but here in English only.

1878, Candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three short
essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics falling within the Patristic era, chosen
by each candidate in liaison with the supervisor; if necessary a special supervisor will be
appointed in addition to the overall supervisor. Essay proposals must be submitted for

consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than Monday of

Week 0 of Hilary Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to the

Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity

Term of Year 1.
L88C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words. Fhe-topics-of the-essays
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1103gection GC. Issues in Theology with special reference to Theology from 1780 to
the present day
1104A  There will be two written examinations wilk-be in Trinity Term of Year 1:

+10°1. Methods-and-Styles-in-Theology from-1780-to-the Present Themes in Modern
Theology;asin-SeectionbB-Adabove and-

11062 Either{a) Figures in Modern Theology;

1109 Candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three short
essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics falling within Modern Theology
chosen by each candidate in liaison with the supervisor. Essay proposals must be

submitted for consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than

Monday of Week 5 of Trinity Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to

the Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of

Trinity Term of Year 2.
1110C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words. Fhe-topics-of the-essays

L1/, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY
L112A There will be two general papers, assessed in Trinity Term of Year 1 eitherby-two

L1131 A Generalpaper Written examination on the Nature and Practice of
Ecclesiastical History. Candidates-will be-expected-to-discuss-the-hrature-of

11152 A General paper on one of the following historical periods, assessed eitherby

gnseen-examination-or-by three essays (up to 5,000 words each):
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L115(3) AD 200-600

1117(h) AD 400-1100

L118(¢) AD 1000-1500

1119(d) AD 1400-1800

1.120(g) AD 1800 - the present

Essay proposals must be submitted for consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies

Committee not later than Monday of Week 0 of Hilary Term in Year 1. The completed

essays must be uploaded to the Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site

on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity Term of Year 1.

L1213 G-In Year 2, candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000

words) or three short essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics in ecclesiastical
history, chosen by each candidate in liaison with the supervisor. Students may choose to
write their long essay or one or more of their short essays on a topic which falls outside
their primary period of study, provided that they obtain the prior written permission of their
supervisor and the course coordinator. Essay proposals must be submitted for

consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than Monday of

Week 5 of Trinity Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to the

Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WeblLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity

Term of Year 2.
1122¢C . All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words. Fhe-topics-of the-essays

V. CHRISTIAN ETHICS

L1230 - There will be two written examinations in Trinity Term of Year 1:

11241 Christian Moral Concepts and Methodology. Candidates-will be-expected-to

11268, Candidates will write either one long essay (up to 15,000 words) or three short

essays (up to 5,000 words each) on a topic or topics in Christian ethics, chosen by each

candidate in liaison with the supervisor. Essay proposals must be submitted for

consideration by the Faculty’s Graduate Studies Committee not later than Monday of

Week 5 of Trinity Term in Year 1. The completed essays must be uploaded to the
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Assignment section of the MPhil Theology WebLearn site on Monday in Week 8 of Trinity

Term of Year 2.
L127¢C, All candidates offer a dissertation of up to 30,000 words.-Fhe-topics-of the-essays

Explanatory Notes: The most recent review of the Faculty of Theology and Religion
recommended that (in line with University policy) the Faculty introduce assessment at the
end of Year 1 for students undertaking the MPhil in Theology.

This notice also removes obsolete content from the Regulations: students no longer follow
7 specific pathways in Christian Doctrine and these opportunities are no longer when they

apply.
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